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ABSTRACT
 This research focused on the education of gifted and talented students in one public school
district in the U.S. Virgin Islands. It explored what was being done on the elementary level in
the St. Thomas-St. John School district to educate high ability learners. This research study
focused on what strategies and programs were being used to engage them in the learning
process on a level that matches their abilities. It asked questions about what creative
approaches, techniques, and procedures teachers felt should be used to engage highly able
learners.  Additionally, this study sought to learn what policies administrators in the district
perceived as needed to enhance learning for high achieving students in the public schools.
Further, this research focused on creative ways found in the school district and in the
research literature to engage learners with exceptional ability and talent.

The findings from this study showed that the programs that currently exist cannot and do not 



ABSTRACT
take the place of educating the St. Thomas-St. John district’s gifted and talented students
which, based on the national percentages of 6-10%, should amount to between 314 to 523
students in the school district. In the interest of equity and social justice, this highly able
student population within the St. Thomas-St. John school district needs specialized services.
It is recommended that these students should be identified in the local school district and
steps taken to define the need and develop a GATE program for students in the St. Thomas-
St. John District. Recommendations from the participants and the literature were shared on
best practices for engaging this population.   
Keywords:  gifted and talented students; GATE; gifted students, highly able learners; high ability
students; high achieving students; advanced learners; academically talented students;
academically advanced students, students with gifts and talents, engaging gifted and talented
students; gifted and talented students in public schools; gifted and talented students in the U.S.
Virgin Islands.



Dissertation Committee
Clinton Valley, EdD.

Committee Chair

Hinsdale Bernard, Ph.D.
Committee Member

Lisa Hassel Forde Ph.D.
Committee Member

Daryl Edwards
Peer Reviewer

James Maddirala, Ph.D.
Program Director and 

Faculty Sponsor


